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civil wars that ravaged the country between 1992 and 1996, and
even during the years of Taliban control, Afghanistan experienced
fighting between armed groups loyal to warlords or competing
religious, ethnic, and tribal factions. Many of these militias dated
back to the Soviet-Afghan War nearly a generation before. Building
a functional Afghan army loyal to a central government required
a fundamental change to Afghan concepts of national identity and
civic duty. Moreover, not only was the Afghan population ethnically
and linguistically divided, but the Afghan government lacked
functioning civil service and bureaucratic structures, and Afghan
society as a whole did not maintain the necessary educational levels
to support a Western-style military. Consequently, widespread
illiteracy, corruption, and sectarianism undermined American
training efforts. These problems continued after the U.S. Army took
over the police training mission in 2006, and the lack of additional
personnel commensurate with the expanded mission compounded
them. Creating capable and self-sufficient Afghan security forces
would require many years and considerable support, with no
certainty of success. Although theoretically possible, neither the
United States nor NATO was willing to make such an open-ended
commitment.

Honoring two soldiers killed by an improvised explosive device
(U.S. Army Center of Military History)
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In the absence of ANSF units in sufficient numbers and
capabilities to secure the population, American and NATO forces
filled the vacuum but struggled to maintain momentum on the
ground as their units continually rotated in and out of Afghanistan.
Between mid-2005 and the end of 2008, the U.S. Army in
Afghanistan utilized three divisional headquarters, the Southern
European Task Force, five maneuver brigades, the 1st Combat
Support Brigade (Maneuver Enhancement), the brigade-sized Task
Force CincinnATUS, and myriad support units at various times. The
ANSEF training element averaged roughly a brigade, and American
Marine, Air Force, and Naval units and personnel rounded out
American forces. Beginning with just under 20,000 troops in 2005,
the American presence in Afghanistan rose to roughly 30,000 by the
end of 2008. Even so, the rotational nature of Army deployments
meant that each year brought new commanders and new units,
creating a cyclical nature to the Army’s operations. Arriving units
and personnel spent months gaining situational awareness of their
operational areas, months executing their campaigns, and then
months preparing for redeployment to their home stations. The
turnover from General Eikenberry to General McNeill to General
McKiernan added another layer of discontinuity, making it difficult
to achieve operational consistency. NATO deployments further
compounded the problem. Taken together, the continual rotations
contributed to the disjointed nature of the war.

In spite of these strategic and operational challenges, soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and marines worked to accomplish their given tasks
to the best of their abilities. The vast majority served as professionals
in a challenging environment and under difficult circumstances.
Such is the nature of nation building and counterinsurgency. Whether
the United States, NATO, and the Afghan government succeeded
against the insurgents would fall to the incoming American president
and his administration. In the meantime, soldiers on the ground
carried on as they had in a conflict that looked no closer to ending
after seven long years of fighting.
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ANA
ANSF
CFC-A
CIJSOTF-A

CJTF
COP
CSTC-A

DoD
HiG
ISAF
MEU
NATO
OEF
OIF
OMC-A
OSC-A
PPCLI
PRT
RC
RCR
SEAL
SOF
USFOR-A

Acronyms and Abbreviations

Afghan National Army

Afghan National Security Forces

Combined Forces Command—Afghanistan

Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force—
Afghanistan

Combined Joint Task Force

Combat Outpost

Combined Security Transition Command-
Afghanistan

Department of Defense

Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddin

International Security Assistance Force

Marine Expeditionary Unit

North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Operation ENDURING FREEDOM

Operation IRAQI FREEDOM

Office of Military Cooperation—Afghanistan

Office of Security Cooperation—Afghanistan

Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry

provincial reconstruction team

Regional Command

Royal Canadian Regiment

Sea, Air, and Land

Special Operations Forces

United States Forces—Afghanistan
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Unit Reference Guide

Combined Forces Command-A fghanistan (CFC-A);
disbanded February 2007

Lt. Gen. David W. Barno (October 2003—May 2005)

Lt. Gen. Karl W. Eikenberry (May 2005-February 2007)

Combined Joint Task Force—76 (CJTF-76)
Southern European Task Force (SETAF) (May 2005—-
February 2006)
* 1st Brigade Combat Team, 82d Airborne Division (Task
Force DEviL)
* 173d Airborne Brigade (Task Force BAYONET)
* 12th Combat Aviation Brigade (Task Force GRIFFIN)
10th Mountain Division (February 2006—February 2007)
* 3d Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division (Task
Force SPARTAN)
» Headquarters, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th
Mountain Division
» Combat Aviation Brigade, 10th Mountain Division (Task
Force FALcoN)
* 10th Sustainment Brigade (Task Force MULESKINNER)

Combined Joint Task Force—82 (CJTF-82)
82d Airborne Division (February 2007-April 2008)

* 4th Brigade Combat Team, 82d Airborne Division (Task
Force Fury)

* 173d Airborne Brigade (Task Force BAYONET)

» Combat Aviation Brigade, 82d Airborne Division (Task
Force PEGASUS)

* Task Force CINCINNATUS

23d Chemical Battalion

Combined Joint Task Force-101 (CJTF-101)
101st Airborne Division (April 2008—June 2009)

* 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Task
Force CURRAHEE)

* 3d Brigade Combat Team, Ist Infantry Division (Task
Force DuUkE)

» Combat Aviation Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Task
Force DESTINY)

* 1st Combat Support Brigade (Maneuver Enhancement)
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* 101st Sustainment Brigade
* 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit

Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force—Afghanistan
(CJSOTF-A)

International Security Assistance Force (ISAF)—North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
General Ethem Erdagi (Turkey) (February—August 2005)
General Mauro del Vecchio (Italy) (August 2005—-May 2006)
General David J. Richards (United Kingdom) (May 2006—
February 2007)
General Dan K. McNeill (United States) (February 2007
June 2008)
General David D. McKiernan (United States) (June 2008—
June 2009)

United States Forces—Afghanistan (USFOR-A) (established
October 2008)
General David D. McKiernan

Office of Military Cooperation—Afghanistan (OMC-A)
Redesignated Office of Security Cooperation—Afghanistan
(OSC-A), July 2005
Reorganized as Combined Security Transition Command—
Afghanistan (CSTC-A), April 2006
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